Are You Ready?

Suppose your 21 year old child or best friend came to you and asked the question, "How do you know if you are ready for marriage?"  How would you respond?  If it will help, you may interview two other people and list their answers in your paper.  As you consider the factors predicting marital success, look at your own past relationships.  What factors, such as background, personality characteristics, and relationship characteristics, might have predicted the quality of your relationship?  Were any particular characteristics especially important for you?  Why? 

When I was in my late teens and early twenties, I was engaged three times before I met and married my husband.  I was engaged at 19, 20, and 22, so by the time I was ready to marry my husband, I had had a lot of time to think about what it meant to be ready for marriage.  At 19 and 20, I knew I wasn’t ready to be married because I couldn’t even tell my parents that I engaged and hadn’t even introduced my parents to the two men that I was engaged to.  I saw so many of my friends getting engaged and getting married that I thought it was what I was supposed to do.  In retrospect, I realized that I was not mature enough at 19 and 20 to make a life with someone.  I had no idea what it meant to be a wife or to live on a budget.  I had no idea what it meant to commit to someone it that way.
When I got engaged at 22, I thought I had a little more experience.  I had learned to live on a budget.  I felt that I had grown more as a person and had learned who I was and what I could bring to a relationship.  So when I started dating fiancé number 3, I thought I had it all figured out.  I took my fiancé home to meet my parents on several occasions but my parents were not happy that I was getting married at such a young age.  They asked us several questions about how we planned on supporting ourselves and if I planned on finishing school.  They asked about what would happen if children came while I was in school and how we would provide for them.  All these questions were things that I really hadn’t thought about.  I was so focused on being mature and getting rid of all those childhood fantasies that I didn’t prepare for the practical things.  I didn’t have a plan for how we would live day to day.
I have to say that when I met my 4th fiancé, I was hesitant to get married.  I didn’t want to have what happened with my 3rd fiancé to happen with the next one.  I was 24, had just graduated nursing school and moved to Utah.  I had just started working at the University of Utah Hospital and really had no plans for dating at that point.  I got set up on a blind date and the rest is history.  However, this time I felt more prepared.  My future husband and I had many conversations about finances, jobs, kids, where we would live, and what we expected from each other.  When I brought this man home to meet my family, we were prepared to answer their questions.  I felt confident that we were capable of handling the things that life would through at us.
If my friend were to come to me at the age of 21 and say they were ready to get married, I would ask them a lot of the same questions that my parents asked me.  I would ask her if she had talked to her fiancé about finances, how to raise kids, where they live, jobs, and so forth.  Another question I would ask that my friend if they had talked about their sex life.  I know this sounds like an odd question but I cannot count the number of friends that would tell me that they were not prepared for their partner’s expectations for their sex life.  Some of my friends told me that they locked themselves in the bathroom for several hours on their wedding night.  To me, this was an odd concept.  I think part of being ready for marriage mean that a person is ready to share all aspects of their lives with one person.  Sex is such an important part of marriage. Being able to communicate with a spouse about wants and needs is one of the basic concepts for a good marriage.  When a couple decides to get married, they have to set aside the euphoric feelings and deal with questions about how they would survive day to day.  If a couple cannot answer these questions, I don’t think they have any business getting married.  When people say things like “it will just work out” that says to me they have not considered the ramifications of their choices.  They have no plan on how to deal with thing.  Granted, no one can plan for every little thing that could happen.  However, not having a rudimentary plan of how to combat life’s basic challenges just highlights the fact that this couple is not ready for marriage. 
I was so glad that my parents had very candid conversations with me about what it means to be married.  I think those conversations set me and my husband up for a successful marriage.  Currently, my husband and I have been married for 12 years.  We have had significant challenges that we have overcome.  I think most of that is because we took the time to talk about how we would deal with things.  We had conversations about how to manage our finances and so on.  When unfortunate things happened, we had a way to cope.  I think people get caught up in the excitement of having a wedding that they forget that there is a whole life waiting for them after the wedding.  People who can look beyond this “excitement” are the ones who have a shot at a successful marriage.
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