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Dividing Lines: Racism and Inequality Still Exist
	Racism.  Inequality.  Separatism.  Discrimination.  It was once thought that the United States had found a way to resolve these issues. However, they are alive and well; thriving in this country.  Issues with illegal immigration, stereotyping, racially motivated police shootings and a number of other incidents have caused racial lines to be redrawn.  Not only are race issues a problem in the United States but these issues exist globally.  America, as a whole nation, has experienced such hatred as evidenced by the acts of September 11, 2001.  Hatred, such deep seeded hatred, caused thousands of people to die that day.  Millions more perished worldwide under the guise of religious observation or human advancement but it is really racial cleansing.  Pol Pot exterminated thousands of people in Cambodia, Adolf Hitler ordered the deaths of thousands of Jews and Genghis Khan roamed all over Asia, slaughtering thousands in his quest to create a perfect nation.   At the root of all these atrocious incidents was the need to dominate and exterminate another race simply because they did not meet the standard to be classified as human   These may be extreme examples of racism but they demonstrate how devastating the effects can be when diverse cultures refuse to come together.
	Over the decades; racism, discrimination, and inequality have been problematic issues for the United States.  Great leaders like Frederick Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and Martin Luther King have each done what they could to bring attention to race issues.  They have each done what they could to remedy the situation.   They made great efforts to make a nation understand the gravity of the situation regarding equality for the African American population.  Cesar Chavez called attention to the plight of Hispanic immigrants.  Authors such as Margaret Mead, Gloria Anzaldua, June Jordan and Min-Zhan Lu have written about their experiences in the hopes of bringing attention as to how discrimination and racism still exist in the United States.
	When reflecting upon American history, it would appear that great strides have been made to create equality between the different ethnic groups.  In 1865, with the ratification of the 13th Amendment, slavery was abolished.  While the actual act of slavery might have been abolished, the 13th Amendment did little to change attitudes regarding the African American population.  In 1776, the United States gained its independence from England.  The United States developed its Constitution that granted certain rights to its people but is written in a vague language and that allowed unscrupulous people to molest its true intention.  The Constitution was scripted to establish freedom for all of America’s inhabitants; ignoring gender, skin color, or cultural heritage.  While this may have been the intention, it wouldn’t be until ninety years later that slavery issues were addressed.
	It was during this time that the African American community produced a champion; a man would passionately take up the cause of creating equality for his fellow countrymen who were still shackled within the bounds of slavery.  This man, Frederick Douglas, was a respected member of Caucasian society and often asked to lecture at different social functions.  It was at one of these events that he gave a particularly moving speech.  Entitled “What to a Slave is the Fourth of July,” Douglas explained how a slave felt about the United States gaining its independence.    He states:
“What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July?  I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.  To him, you celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your soul of liberty an equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety and hypocrisy –a thin veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. (Douglas 467)”
Even though this great nation had freed itself from a great oppressor, a nation within American borders was being oppressed.  The Construction, the Declaration of Independence and other historical documents that established America as a free nation only served as reminders that freedoms were only granted to those with the right color of skin.
In a class discussion on September 2, 2014; Kristen Miles made a shewed observation that the United States had developed a unique Constitution but that it had failed to serve a large portion of the population.  This is the same observation that Frederick Douglas made in his speech. However, it wasn’t the Constitution that failed the African American people.  The Forefathers of this country had the forethought to write the Constitution in a vague manner because they knew that they didn’t know everything and couldn’t possibly predict every situation that would occur.  By intentionally making the Constitution this way, America would be forced to rely on the people to determine the fine intricacies of the law.  It was immoral and devious men would interpret the Construction incorrectly and determine that it was only relevant for the Caucasian members of the population.
A Constitution for all has been established.  Slavery has been abolished.  Civil rights and equal opportunity laws have been created.  So why are there still problems surrounding racism and inequality?  Perhaps the biggest reason that the boundary lines between the races still exist is because attitudes have not changed.    Every ethnic group has reasons to mistrust other ethnic groups.  They have committed all sorts of atrocities against one another.  Gang violence is a prime example of this phenomenon. While this often a blatant example of racism, there are much more subtle ways that people discriminate against one another.   Three authors; Min-Zhan Lu, June Jordan, and Gloria Anzaldua, each wrote about the ways they experienced oppression, racism, and segregation.
In her article, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” Gloria Anzaldua recalls her struggle with oppression, especially while she was in school.   While at home, Anzaldua spoke a few forms of Spanish.  There was a proper version of Spanish she spoke when in more formal setting, a less formal version used as home and then a sort of short hand Spanish that was spoken among friends.  At school, it was forbidden to use Spanish and she would be reprimanded for using her native language.  This was the most obvious form of discrimination and oppression she experienced.  She was unable to fully express herself because she was not allowed to communicate in a form that was authentic and true for her.  
Anzaldua also experienced some discrimination issues within her own culture.  She notes
“Chicanos and other people of color suffer economically for no acculturating.  This voluntary (yet forced) alienation makes for psychological conflict, a kind of dual identity- we don’t identify with the Anglo-American cultural values and we don’t totally identify with the Mexican cultural values. (Anzaldua 527)”
	Those who tried to acclimate to Anglo-American culture were often criticized for not fully embracing Mexican heritage.    It wasn’t until 1965 when Cesar Chavez helped the Chicano nation be recognized as its own unique ethnic culture.  They had established their own values, traditions, and language: Chicano Spanish.  Finally, Anzaldua was able to have a language in which she could fully express herself.  While this did not remove all feelings of oppression and discrimination, she knew she was part of a culture that was distinct, unique and authentic.
	While some forms of discrimination and racism are quite obvious, others are more subtle and discrete. Min-Zhan Lu grew up in China during a time of political unrest.  China was basically Communist at the time so Western Ideology was rejected.  It was considered an act of betrayal if a Chinese citizen spoke or wrote English. Despite this fact, Lu’s father spoke and wrote in English and it brought him significant success in his line of work.  It was because of this that Lu’s family secretly learned English.  The more Lu learned about the English language, the more she struggled with Chinese Marxism.  However, she felt there was little she could do, especially in expressing her thoughts and ideas.  She had already experienced some persecution when it was revealed that she knew English.  She has seen what her father had to endure because he openly practiced English.  So she felt trapped; trapped within a stagnate system that viewed English as disloyal.  What if it came out that she had revolutionary thoughts and ideas?  What would that do for her and her family?   So she internalized these feelings; keeping secret her true thoughts and ideas.  She notes, “I rejected my experience because it contradicted what my parents and teachers had taught me.  I shied away from writing to avoid what I assumed I should not experience (Lu 153).”
	While Lu struggled internally with her choices, her situation was caused by a society that was severely restricted; where revolutionary ideas were rejected.  Lu actively participated in something that she knew would cause her problems with this society.   Living in a society where freedom of speech is protected, it might seem odd that a person would value a language so dearly.  Americans take for granted that they can learn any language or express their ideas in any language without being harassed by the government.  Min-Zhan Lu did not have this luxury, this freedom.  Oppression is one way to gain control over people and make them submit to a will that is not their own.   Fear kept Lu from being authentic and true to herself for far too long.  
	June Jordan explored a similar situation with a class that she was teaching at the University of California, Berkley.  Her class was dedicated to the exploration of a unique language that belonged to the African American population of the United States.  She argues that African Americans have a specific way of speaking that identifies them further as a distinct community with a district language.  What some would consider a poor form of English is actually the African American community’s method of communication.  The language, Black English, is governed by its own set of rules and allows its members to freely express themselves within that community.  Jordan teaches that, as time has moved on, African Americans have forgotten this form speaking in order to congeal more with traditional American culture.   When a unique culture does not use their native language or feels that they cannot use the language, it can create feelings of oppression.  This oppression can lead to further feelings of discrimination and alienation.   In a sense, the African American population feared using their distinct language out of fear of being further discriminated against.  
	Jordan attempted to teach her students how to find their voices and thus reconnect with an intimate aspect of their heritage.  The class began to communicate with each other using Black English when they were presented with an opportunity to demonstrate what they had learned.  A fellow classmate lost a brother in a shooting involving Caucasian police officers.  This stirred up feelings of betrayal, anger, hurt and fear for the African American population and the members of Jordan’s class felt compelled to do something.  Jordan suggested that they write letters to the newspaper in Black English.  The students agreed to participate in this project; each writing a letter that fully expressed their thoughts and feelings.  The letters were prefaced with this paragraph:
“You Cops!  We the brother and sister of Willie Jordan, fellow Stony Brook student who the brother of the dead Reggie Jordan.  Reggie, like many brother and sister, he a victim of brutal, racist police, October 25, 1984.  Us appall, fed up, because another senseless death what occur in our community.  This what we feel, this, from our heart, for we ain’t stayin’ silent no more. (Jordan 165)”
By creating this preface, they were able to communicate their thoughts and the feeling is a very authentic and personal manner.  They were also able to speak directly and intimately with other members of the African American community.  They also demonstrated a certain level of bravery.  It took a lot of courage to write those words knowing that they would most likely be dismissed and/or ridiculed by a large part of the Caucasian population.
	Even though there has been much progress made to create equilibrium for the masses, there are still ways in which discrimination, oppression and racism reveal themselves.  In America, the freedom to speak a native language and to express one’s self are highly prized commodities even though these freedoms might be taken for granted by the general population.   America has a reputation of being the great melting pot: a place where people from all ethnic, religious and cultural backgrounds are welcomed.  However, it is a reputation that has not been lived up to by the American population.  While there may be reasons to mistrust one another there are more reasons to come together.  History has revealed time and time again what can happen when people refused to lay down their differences.  In 1858, Abraham Lincoln stated:
“A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure, permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the house to fall — but I do expect it will cease to be divided. (Lincoln’s House Divided Speech, 2014, para 2.)”
The premise that Lincoln spoke of still rings true today.  There is still an expectation; a deep desire and hope, that this nation will eventually resolve its racial issues.  People have to start seeing each other in a new light.  They can no longer see the stereotypes.  The lazy Hispanic, the uneducated African American, the greedy Asian, the terrorist Muslim, the self-righteous Christian and any other derogatory label must be wholly abandoned by all of the United States inhabitants.   A spirit of brotherhood and friendship must be allowed to permeate through the masses.  Instead of seeing what’s “wrong” or different with other races, the American population has to start seeing all that is right, and good, and valuable with each other.  We, as a people and a nation, need to seek out and focus on the commonalities that exist within every American life.  This is, perhaps, the only way to ensure that this house won’t fall.
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