Post-Reflections: Child Poverty
After doing my project, I find that I am even more confused about the subject.  I understand some of the mechanics behind how poverty has become such an issue but it still baffles me on why a nation that has so much can have so many in need.  It’s frustrating when I see on the new that there has been some natural disaster in some other county and the United States spends millions of dollars in aid those countries but cannot rectify poverty in this nation.  I wonder how much would change if that money was spent trying to save the people of this nation.  Would poverty be eradicated?  Would the United States experience more productivity?  Would more people continue their education?  Would the high school graduation rate increase?  Would the United States be better equipped to compete with other world powers?
When I was doing my project, what disturbed me the most was how poverty affected education.  I have always believed that people can better their situations through education.  I believe that education is the key to a better, more successful life.  I look at what my education has done for me and I know that it has allowed me opportunities that I might not have been afforded without it.  I have a son who has some mental delays and it reminded me of the children that I read about while researching poverty.  I know how hard my son struggles with learning things.  I know how hard it for us, as his parents, to know how to help him learn.  I see how hard his teachers work to help him learn.  I know how much effort goes into teaching him things and he is specialized classes for his afflictions.  Children who are impoverished do not have specialized classes to help them learn things even though their teachers testify that these children exhibit mental and behavioral difficulties.  It is clear to me that these children would benefit from specialized classes.  They are not dumb or unreachable; they just need certain things that would help them success just like my son needs special classes to learn.   I know that programs like this would cost money but it seems that the programs that are currently in place are not benefiting the children who need it the most.  It seems like the government would want to modify current programs so that they would truly benefit those who are the most in need.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I feel even more helpless than I did before I started this project.  It is all so overwhelming and daunting.  It just seems like a problem that has no resolution.  It just leaves me asking more questions.  The most prominent question that plagues my mind is if there is a solution that will end poverty in the United States without bankrupting other citizens?  I have wished several times that I was in possession of a magic wand and that I was able to remedy the problems of the world.  The reality is I am only one person but I am capable of doing something.  I can support charitable organization and donate to food banks.  It seems like such a small gesture but sometimes it is the simple things that can make the difference.
