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Looking at all the issues that affect our nation during this time, I believe none are as devastating as child poverty.  It seems as if there are so many going without anymore.  The elderly have to live on smaller and smaller incomes.  There may not be any social security left for any elderly people in the coming years.  There are several families who are in danger of losing their homes.  Jobs are difficult to find and even harder to keep.  My mind keeps going back to the children that subjected to a poverty stricken life.  I wonder how growing up under certain circumstances will affect their lives.
When I think about the children that are most effected by poverty, I must admit that a lot of those children are African American or Hispanic. However, most of what I know and what I have seen comes from commercials and other television programs.  I am constantly haunted by images of severely malnourished children who are sparsely dressed.  These commercials ask for $30 a month to provide food and clothing for children who are living below the poverty line.  I often wonder if $30 a month would even make a difference.  If such a small amount is needed to make a difference, then why does child poverty even exist?
This thought leads to another thought and that is how does childhood poverty affect a person’s future?  As I watch commercials and infomercials, I often what lies in store for these little ones.  Do they ever make it out of their situations?  Do they do well in school?  Are they some of the kids I hear about who are so brilliant that they get scholarships to Ivy League Colleges?  Or are they destined to remain a statistic?
As my thoughts drift back to my $30, it makes me wonder what other programs are available to someone in need.  Are these programs government funded or do they rely totally on charitable gifts from society?  Do these programs only last for a certain amount of time or can they sustain a child for the duration of childhood?  Do the parents of these children know about these programs and how to access them in their neighborhoods?  
I don’t know much about child poverty.  All I know about poverty is what I have seen on television.  I know it’s a problem for the United States but I have no idea who it effects or the lasting effects that it might have.  I have no idea what programs are available to help children in this situation or if I should be donating my $30 per month.  I want to be helpful but in the most effective way but I need to know more about the situation before I can proceed. 
